
PolioPlus:  Keep our Promise to Eradicate Polio– Talking Points
1. Introduction – PolioPlus: Keep our Promise to Eradicate Polio
Polio is more geographically focused than ever before, yet some challenges remain.  This presentation will provide an update on the status of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, the role of Rotary International in the effort, and what Rotarians can do to support Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge. We must keep our promise to eradicate polio. 
2. New Developments
New tools and tactics have led to a significant reduction of polio cases in India. There are new commitments from country leaders, a new Case for Completing Polio Eradication, and new opportunities for providing the funds necessary to realize the dream of a polio-free world. 
3. New 'monovalent' polio vaccines 
The use of the new monovalent vaccines developed in 2005 continues in 2008.  These vaccines were developed specifically to target polio types 1 and 3, as type 2 polio has already been eradicated.  The monovalent vaccines are more effective in protecting a child from polio.  So with these and other new tools, where are we now?

4. Progress to date
When Rotary launched its PolioPlus program in 1985, there were over 350,000 cases of polio each year- 1,000 cases per day, in over 125 countries.  Today (click again), annual cases of polio paralysis are down to less than 1500 a year—that’s a 99% reduction in the number of infections worldwide. In 2008, only four countries remain polio endemic – India, Nigeria, Pakistan and Afghanistan. This is the lowest number in history and, more importantly, polio only circulates in limited geographic areas in each country.

5. Progress in India

For example, most of southern India is polio free as you can see from this map.  

6. Progress in India (slides 6-26)
And in western Uttar Pradesh, once the epicenter of a major type 1 polio outbreak, and an area where type 1 transmission had never been interrupted, only one type 1 case was reported between September 2006-and May 2008, and that was imported from the neighboring state of Bihar. All of the type 1 cases currently being reported in the entire state of Uttar Pradesh are importations.

7. Progress in Nigeria (slide 27-28)
Like India, much of Nigeria is polio free (click again) although they had many type 3 cases in the north last year (click again).  Today, Nigeria is currently experiencing an outbreak of type 1 polio in the north. Every effort, including a new mandate from the President of Nigeria to focus on eradicating polio and increasing routine immunization, is being made to halt the outbreak as quickly as possible.  
8. New tactics in Pakistan and Afghanistan (slide 29)
In Pakistan and Afghanistan, polio transmission continues especially in the highly populated Sindh province of Pakistan, among mobile groups, and in communities who live in insecure areas.  To reach these “hard to reach” populations, immunization posts have been set up at key migrant gathering areas and known border crossings between Afghanistan and Pakistan.  Immunization campaigns are being synchronized in these areas to vaccinate children that are traveling within these groups.  

9. New tactics in India 
In India, the Expert Advisory Group on Polio Eradication called for sharply increasing the number of large-scale polio immunization activities in the highest-risk districts of western Uttar Pradesh and Bihar and focusing on children aged less than three years of age.  Large-scale activities with monovalent vaccine are held on average every four weeks, supplemented by giving a dose of monovalent type 1 polio vaccine at birth.  
10. Polio vaccine requirement for travel reduces risk of importations (slide 31)
The Ministry of Health of Saudi Arabia issued a directive requiring all travelers aged less than 15 years from countries with recent or ongoing circulation of polio, and all travelers from Afghanistan, India, Nigeria and Pakistan, regardless of age, to provide proof of vaccination before an entry visa could be issued. Travelers coming from the four polio endemic countries, regardless of previous polio immunization status, will also be required to receive an additional dose of OPV upon arrival in Saudi Arabia.
11. New Commitments: Head of Government Leadership in India
The heads of government in the polio endemic countries have committed to polio eradication.  Under the leadership of Prime Minister Singh, India approved over US$250 million of domestic resources to be used for polio eradication in 2008-2009.  India’s total financial commitment to national polio eradication efforts is nearly US$700 million.

12. New Commitments: Head of Government Leadership in Afghanistan
President Karzai of Afghanistan launched a National Polio Action Group and has taken direct oversight of all polio activities in his country.  In addition, effective late last Rotary year, Afghanistan has a Rotary National PolioPlus Committee led by a member of one of the five Rotary clubs in that country.  
13. New Commitments: New Director-General, World Health Organization 
The Director General of the World Health Organization, Dr. Margaret Chan, stated in her keynote address at the Rotary International Convention in Los Angeles that she is making polio eradication the World Health Organization’s top operational priority with a commitment to making available additional resources to finish the job of polio eradication.  

Since taking office in January 2007, Dr. Chan has traveled to the four endemic countries to meet with Rotarians, government leaders, and others to move polio eradication forward.  
14. New 'Case for Completing Polio Eradication'
The World Health Organization developed a new case for completing polio eradication.  The 'Case' document summarizes the financial and humanitarian benefits of completing polio eradication and sets the stage for resource mobilization and advocacy to support intensified polio eradication activities.  An independent analysis found that switching to polio 'control' would result in costs that would exceed, by billions of dollars over a 20 year period, those of completing eradication.  
15.  New 'Case for Completing Polio Eradication' 
In addition, switching to polio ‘control’ and relying on routine immunization alone would result in over 200,000 children again paralyzed by polio each year.  The message is clear: stay the course!
16. New Commitments: overwhelming support for PolioPlus at Rotary's Council on Legislation, April 2007 (slide 37)
At the Council of Legislation in 2007, Rotarians adopted the proposed resolution to ‘endorse and affirm that the eradication of polio is a goal of the highest order of Rotary International’.  This is vital because without Rotarians’ support, the eradication of polio will not occur.  We need your ongoing commitment to End Polio Now!  
17. Polio cases 
In 2007, there were 1313 cases of polio. As of 31 December, there were 1616 cases of polio.  Pakistan and Afghanistan have nearly eradicated polio.  In India, a majority of the cases are the less virulent type 3 and the country is on track to stop transmission of the more dangerous type 1 by the end of this year.  Work needs to be done in Nigeria, but recent political commitments from the highest level make us optimistic that we will see progress very soon.
18. Polio cases in India
The good news in India is that while Uttar Pradesh and Bihar recently suffered a major outbreak of type 3 polio, this slide shows the dramatic decrease in this type of polio since January 2008.

19. Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Grant 
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation has awarded The Rotary Foundation a US$355 million grant, which Rotary will match with US$200 Million by 30 June 2012.  It is the largest grant ever given to a volunteer service organization and is a tremendous validation of the approach and success of our PolioPlus Program.
20. Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge

This new fundraising effort is called Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge. 
21. What Are Rotarians Being Asked to Do?

Each club is being challenged to organize a public fundraising event each year of the challenge. Rotaract and Interact clubs are also asked to participate and contribute to the challenge.  They can organize fundraising events independently or in conjunction with their sponsor clubs.  The entire family of Rotary is invited to participate in Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge.

22. What are Rotarians Being Asked to Do?

Clubs are being asked to set a fundraising goal for each year of the Challenge. Clubs are encouraged to reach out to the public to secure contributions for Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge.
23. What are Rotarians Being Asked to Do?

Individual Rotarians are also invited to personally take part in the challenge, with special emphasis on newer members and clubs who have not had the opportunity to participate in PolioPlus, Rotary’s priority program.

24. Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge

Both Cash and District Designated Funds will be accepted to help meet the challenge.

Contributions to the Challenge will qualify for Paul Harris Fellow and Major Donor recognition (click again). 

At the International Assembly, it was announced that Rotarians had raised over US$60 million towards Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge.  I know we can do it!
25. Polio Eradication: Keep our Promise to Eradicate Polio
The world now has its best chance to eradicate polio.  It has been documented that over a 20 year period, the cost of controlling and treating polio would be higher, in human suffering and dollars, than the cost of finishing eradication.  Over 200,000 children a year would be paralyzed, if we don't finish.  Our efforts over the last 20 years would be wasted.  We cannot let that happen.  We cannot fail.  We must End Polio Now!  I ask you to support Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge.
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