
For 20 years, Rotary 
clubs have remained 

determined to do whatever 
is necessary to achieve a 
world free of the crippling 
disease polio.

Recognizing this com-
mitment — as well as Ro-
tary’s important role as a 
spearheading partner in the 
Global Polio Eradication Ini-
tiative — the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation recently 
awarded Rotary a US$250 
million challenge grant, 
which Rotary will match with 
an additional $100 million.

This raises to $550 million  
the total funds generated 

by the two organizations 
since the Gates Foundation 
awarded its first $100 million 
challenge grant to Rotary in 
2007. The funds are dedi-
cated to polio eradication 
activities in polio-endemic 
and high-risk countries.

Although polio epidemics 
may be a distant memory in 
most of the developed world 
— the last case of naturally 
occurring polio in the United 
States occurred in 1979, and 
cases have been reduced 
by 99 percent worldwide — 

it still threatens children in 
parts of Asia, Africa, and the 
Middle East. But for as little 
as 60 cents worth of oral 
polio vaccine, a child can be 
protected for life.

However, a major fund-
ing gap now faces the polio 
eradication initiative. Twenty 
years of steady progress is 
at stake, and polio could 
stage a dangerous come-
back unless additional re-
sources are secured, which 
is why Rotary and the Gates 
Foundation have forged this 
historic funding agreement.

Since launching its land-
mark PolioPlus program in 

1985, Rotary, an interna-
tional humanitarian service 
organization, already has 
contributed more than $700 
million to the cause, in ad-
dition to countless volunteer 
hours logged by Rotary club 
members worldwide. With 
that kind of track record, 
Rotary readily accepted the 
funding challenge from the 
Gates Foundation. Rotary’s 
membership of 1.2 million 
women and men — rep-
resenting 33,000 clubs in 
more than 200 countries 

and geographical areas — 
embraced the effort by dig-
ging deeper into their own 
pockets, planning special 
fundraisers, and rallying 

community support. They 
know that the goal of a  
polio-free world is within 
reach, and that success is 
the only option.

To learn how you can partici-
pate in this historic opportu-
nity to end polio once and 
for all, please visit rotary 
.org/endpolio.

Rotary keeps the pressure on polio
Service organization partners with Gates Foundation to 
raise US$550 million to end polio forever
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Experience  
Rotary

Rotary membership gives 
men and women an 
opportunity to forge new 
friendships and share the 
rewards of helping others 
through volunteer service.

The Rotary club meeting 
is a chance for members 
to socialize, network, and 
plan service activities 
based on local needs and 
their own interests and 
talents. In addition, Rotary 
clubs often team up with 
clubs in other countries 
to carry out international 
service projects, enhancing 
members’ cross-cultural 
understanding.  

Rotary clubs are open 
to people of every race, 
culture, and creed.  

To learn more about  
the rewards of Rotary  
club membership, visit  
www.rotary.org or  
contact a Rotary club  
in your community.

Help Rotary end polio. 
Visit rotary.org/endpolio 

Bill Gates Jr. administers oral polio vaccine to a child in Hanoi, Vietnam.

Rotary’s commitment to 
humanitarian service is 

in evidence in virtually every 
corner of the world. 

Whether it’s drilling wa-
ter wells for parched villages 
in Ethiopia, helping earth-
quake victims in China, or 
providing unprecedented 
educational opportunities 

for girls and young women 
in Afghanistan, Rotary clubs 
work at the grassroots level, 
both locally and internation-
ally, to help people in need.

Rotary’s 1.2 million club 
members are women and 
men who are business, 
professional, and commu-
nity leaders united by the 

motto Service Above Self. 
With 33,000 clubs in more 
than 200 countries and 
geographical areas, Rotary 
promotes peace and under-
standing by addressing the 
underlying causes of conflict 
and violence, such as pov-
erty, illiteracy, hunger, and 
disease. Rotary’s top goal 

as an organization is the 
global eradication of polio.

Rotary also takes a di-
rect approach to world un-
derstanding with an inno-
vative educational program 
that gives future leaders the 
tools they will need to “wage 
peace” on the global stage. 
Six of the Rotary Centers for 

International Studies offer 
two-year, master’s degree-
level curricula aimed at 
helping the next generation 
of government officials, dip-
lomats, and leaders develop 
the skills to reduce the threat 
of war and violence. Up to 60 
Rotary World Peace Fellows 
are accepted yearly through 
a globally competitive selec-
tion process based on their 
professional and academic 
achievements. Grassroots 
Rotary members play an im-
portant role because fellow-
ship candidates are spon-
sored by local clubs.

These six Rotary Cen-
ters are located on the 
campuses of International 

Christian University, Tokyo,  
Japan; Universidad del Sal-
vador, Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina; University of Bradford, 
West Yorkshire, England; 
University of Queensland, 
Brisbane, Australia; Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, 
Calif., U.S.A.; and — in a 
joint arrangement — Duke 

University and the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, U.S.A.

The seventh Rotary Cen-
ter, at Chulalongkorn Univer-
sity in Bangkok, Thailand, of-
fers a three-month program 
aimed at upper-level profes-
sionals in government, non-
governmental organizations, 
and international industry. 
The curriculum imparts the 
skills and knowledge that 
participants can put into 
practice immediately. The 
center accepts up to 25 fel-
lows twice per year.

Since 1905, Rotary clubs 
have worked locally and  
internationally to make the 
world a better and more 

peaceful place — one per-
son, one family, one com-
munity at a time. 

For more about the rewards 
of Rotary club membership 
and the Rotary Centers pro-
gram, visit www.rotary.org 
or contact a Rotary club in 
your community.

Rotary: a global network of volunteers dedicated to world peace

ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT

Rotary. Humanity in motion.
www.rotary.org

‘ Acting alone, an individual’s reach 
is limited, but when the right people 
work together, they can accomplish 
almost anything.’

Rotary club members from Korea and Mongolia worked together to plant thousands of trees that will form a windbreak to 
help control the spread of deserts in Mongolia’s South Gobi region.
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